The manufacture of jewellery is an old-established industry in Birmingham which is still carried out in the jewellery quarter of the town where jewellery and badges are enamelled by women in well-lit workshops, some of which retain the graceful features of early industrial architecture. At the work bench the enamel is contained in a small jar, and the designs, which are often small and complicated crests on medals and cuff links, are painted on the jewellery with a metal applicator. Skill and training are necessary to master the craft which, when acquired, provides very satisfying work. The enamel frit used in the process is a lead-borosilicate containing about 42% of lead. It is insoluble in water but partially soluble in 0 I N hydrochloric acid, io mg. of the powder yielding about IOO ,g. of lead in solution after incubation for one hour at 37°C. (Chalmers, Whitehead, and Massey, I963) , a test devised to resemble both the conditions in the human stomach and that statutorily prescribed in the Pottery (Health) Special Regulations, 1947. Historical Review Anderson and Legge (1903) Progress was satisfactory and she was symptom-free after this treatment. Two months after admission her haemoglobin had risen to I3-9 g./100 ml.
Three of the other girls employed showed pathological evidence of plumbism though no symptoms had occurred. The findings are summarized in the Table. Discussion As far as we know, lead poisoning in jewellery enamellers has only been described in Birmingham and occurs in an occupation in which it would not be generally expected because of the relative insolubility of the lead compound and the small quantities used. We think, therefore, that there should be awareness in other centres of the jewellery and badge enamelling trade of the risk, which may
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